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MUSIC FOR THE FUTURE
TUSARNAARNIQ SIVUMUT ASSOCIATION

“Music is a world within
itself, with a language we
all understand.”

—Stevie Wonder

PROGRAMMING UPDATE
Earlier in the spring, the Board
of Directors were hoping for
good news related to in-person
workshops for this school year,
unfortunately, with ongoing
concerns of the spread of
COVID-19, the Government of
Nunavut announced that there
would be no in-person
workshops in 2021-2022.
Although we miss our students
and the communities, we
recognize and value the
importance of being cautious in
these times. It’s our hope that

as vaccination rates increase,
travel will become easier and
we’ll be back in the schools
(in-person) before too long.
So what are we doing in the
meantime?
QARASAUJAKKUT
NIJJAUSIJARRIURSANIQ

In Inuktut, Qarasaujakkut
Nijjausijarriursaniq means
learning musical instruments
online. TSA has been eager to
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reach out to students and
provide learning during these
uncertain times and during a
time when in-person workshops
are not happening. With a big
thank you to Connected North,
who connect students in remote
Indigenous communities with
immersive and interactive
educational opportunities via
high definition, two-way video
technology – for now, we’ve
moved online!
(continued on page 2)

Programming Update (continued)
TSA – Music for the Future
is currently providing online
fiddle lessons in two
communities, Igloolik (since
September) and Kinngait
(since November), with
lessons for students in Pond
Inlet beginning in the new
year. Students are meeting
with TSA’s instructors,
remotely, once a week and

have been reviewing some
skills they had previously
learned and learning to play
tunes again, like Cabbages,
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star,
and Drunken Sailor with
many more to come.
Instructors also have
opportunities to work with
the supervising teachers to
provide some mentorship

with regards to tuning and
restringing the fiddles.

two East Coast Music
Awards with the Celtic
group Banshee; she has
also played on over 20
studio albums; and coproduced the Canadian
Folk Music nominated
album for Emerging Artists
“The Lumber Jills” in
2019/2020.

With an insatiable energy
for working with youth and
building and supporting
music education programs,
she looks forward to
working with the students
in Nunavut.

Additionally, we’re
supporting an After School
Music Club in Igloolik and
we’ll have a second club up
and running in Pond Inlet in
January, with others to
follow suit, we hope!

Meet Our Instructors
Stacey Read

Stacey Read is a
consummate educator,
currently teaching more
than 45 students from her
studio in Sackville, New
Brunswick. A graduate from
the prestigious Berklee
College of Music in Boston,
Stacey has not only been
performing for over
30 years, she is a
recognized national
competitor having placed in
the Top 5 at The Canadian
Grand Masters Fiddle
Championships in past
years. Nominated for

She is a former president
of The Maritime Fiddle
Association and a strong
voice in the preservation of
Old Time Canadian and
Down East Fiddling. Stacey
demonstrated innovation
and resourcefulness during
the pandemic when she and
her best friend co-founded
and organized a new music
festival, Levee on the Lake,
now heading into its third
year in NB. Stacey has
taught fiddle workshops all
over the country, including
working with indigenous
youth in NWT and
Manitoba.
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Deanna Dolstra
Deanna has been playing
fiddle for more than
30 years and is trained in
Ottawa Valley Step dance.
She competed in fiddle and
step dance in the Ontario
Contest Circuit for many
years, retiring in 2000.
She has recently begun
competing again since
moving to Alberta, most
recently placing 2nd in the
Championship Class at the
Métis Spring Competition in
St. Albert in May 2016.
Performance and instruction
have been the focus for
Deanna along with the
recent return to
competition. (continued on
page 3)

Meet our instructors (continued)
For the last decade, Deanna
has performed with the
Newfoundland based band
"Celtic Powerhouse" on
fiddle, step dance, keys,
and back up vocals, a band
that released their debut
album in 2009 and prior to
this, she had released her
own independent album in
2002. She has been a guest
performer and has
appeared on recordings of
various other artists too.
Deanna studied with fiddle

teachers Michelle
(Lubiniecki) Charlton and
Victor Pasowisty and is also
classically trained studying
with Witold Swoboda. She’s
been teaching music and
dance for over two
decades, teaching group
and private lessons in
person and online, for both
kids and adults. With
experience working with
indigenous youth, she’s
delighted to be teaching
students in Nunavut.

More fiddles, more fun!
With thanks to the donors to our Fund a Fiddle fund and other donors, TSA
is proud to say that we were able to send 4 fiddles to Kinngait, a community
we had just started visiting in 2019 - so we’re still building our instrument
library there. And an additional 4 fiddles were sent to Pond Inlet with funds
provided by the Seltzer Chan Pond Inlet Foundation. Several sets of guitar
strings and guitar (easy tab) books were sent to Igloolik this fall as well.
TSA is keen to continue to
support the music education
of the students in the
communities we’ve been
visiting but most certainly,
we’re looking forward to return
in person.

Northern Lights, Pond Inlet. Photo by Andrew Tagak. ▼

As the times, they are a
changin’, TSA will continue
to find ways to support and
organize opportunities for
youth in Nunavut to learn
music and we’re excited about
what the future has in store.
www.musicforthefuture.ca

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Meet Eunkang (Kang) Jo

We are pleased to
introduce Eunkang (Kang)
Jo, CPA who joined the
board as of March 2021. He
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia
with his wife. Kang is a
believer that any small good
deed by any individual will
eventually change the world
and make a world a better
place. He is very happy to
be contributing as a
Treasurer with TSA and the
organization is so grateful
for his efforts, experience
and financial background
that he brings to TSA.

family. She started learning
to sing and play piano at an
early age but switched
piano out for the cello in
grade 4 and continued to
play until she graduated
from high school. She sang
through to the end of high
school and has continued in
choirs throughout her life.
In Iqaluit, she enjoys singing
in a small community choir
and hiking the tundra with
her dog and kids and In her
professional life, she is a
lawyer. Emma is excited
about helping kids access
music – and TSA is happy
to have her at the
“virtual” table.

service that Juanita
Swinamer gave to Music for
the Future and thank her for
her hard work and attention
to detail as we grew from
one workshop a year to
three workshops in six
communities. Juanita not
only kept impeccable
books, she was the Board’s
“eagle eye” editor and
played a key role in our
application for charitable
status in 2016. A talented
musician herself, Juanita
understood the positive
impact that music has on
youth and was an important
member of the TSA team
that helped reach and make
a difference among so
many youth in Nunavut.
We continue to wish Juanita
only the best and of course,
many days of doing what
she loves – playing music!

Meet Emma Baasch

Welcome to Emma Baasch,
TSA’s newest director as of
October 2021. Emma and
her family made the big
move from Avondale, Nova
Scotia to Iqaluit, Nunavut in
August 2019 where she is
working as a Crown
Attorney. She grew up in
Toronto / Ottawa /
Montreal in a very musical

Saying Thank You

After more than twelve
years, this past year our
trusty and thorough
Treasurer decided it was
time to pass the baton. We
are beyond grateful for the
many years of volunteer
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▲ Juanita Swinamer.
Photo by Wayne Walker.

Community Profile: Igloolik
Did you know?

• Syllabics for Igloolik: ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒃ
• Located north of the Arctic Circle, between the Canadian mainland and Baffin Island,
Igloolik is situated on a small island in Foxe Basin just off the northeast corner of
Melville Peninsula.
• The name "Igloolik" means "there is a house here". It derives from iglu, meaning
house or building, not snow igloos, but the sod houses that were originally in the area.
• Iglulingmiut is the Inuktitut term for the residents of Igloolik.
• The population in 2016 (according to the Census) was 1,682.
• Recently elected MP, Lori Idlout is from Igloolik.
• The Canadian rock music group, Northern Haze hails from Igloolik. In 1985, their
self-titled debut album is believed to have been the first-ever indigenous-language
rock album recorded in North America.
• The winter temperature averages around -30°C.
• Igloolik is the home to Zacharius Kunuk, Canadian filmmaker, producer and director.
His award-winning movie ‘Atanarjuat — The Fast Runner’ was produced and
filmed here.
• The Research Centre in Igloolik focuses on documenting Inuit traditional knowledge
and technology, also known as Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit, as well as climatology and
seismic data research.
• TSA first visited Igloolik in the fall of 2011.
Igloolik. Photo by Mitchell Arnold. ▼

A TASTE OF NUNAVUT: Bannock
Bannock is considered
to be one of the
ultimate comfort foods
in Nunavut. When
made fresh, many enjoy
it warm and plain.
Some enjoy it with jam,
cheese spread, butter,
peanut butter or nutella.
Although there are lots
of ways to enjoy this
recipe, the best way to
enjoy it might be out on
the land!
▲ Bannock. Photos by Joyce Angnetsiak.

Knead out and cut into pieces. You
may want to put a hole in the middle
to help it cook faster.

Joyce’s Bannock Recipe
4 cups all purpose white flour
2 heaping tbsp baking powder
Pinch of salt and sugar

Put in hot oil, make sure oil is not
boiling (but get it to temp where it’s
hot).

Mix all together.
Make well in the dry ingredients and
add:
2 cups warm milk (must be warm).
Mix to form dough.
Let sit in a ball for 10 minutes, the
dough will rise.

Remember not to keep turning dough
over and over as it will be greasy and
heavy. Turn once, cooking until each
side is golden brown.
Enjoy!
First snow in Pond Inlet on September 20, 2021.
Photo by Norman Koonoo.▼
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Looking Forward
Earlier this year, the Board of
Directors engaged Strategic Arts
Management (SAM), a Halifax-based
arts consulting firm that provides
mentoring, management,
administration, and other resources
to artists and arts organizations.
We were so very fortunate to work
with arts consultant, Gay Hauser,
who brought important guidance,
mentorship and experience to the
organization, as the Board
navigates change and devises a
plan to ensure sustainability into
the future.

Need a
gift idea this
holiday season?
Give the gift
of music!

Make a
donation to
TSA – Music for the Future
and we’d be happy to send a
holiday card to the recipient.
For more information email
tsamusicforthefuture@gmail.com

